? 5. Each of these varied anatomical elements is, of course, liable to those diseases peculiar to its structure, in whatever part of the body it is found ; so that there is no difficulty in understanding the variety of affections to which the windpipe is liable ; nor, when we consider the offices which it performs, are we surprised at the urgency of their symptoms, the rapidity of their progress, and their too often fatal issue. These diseases, in whatever part of the tube they are situated, may be either acute or chronic, primary or secondary, structural or functional, idiopathic or traumatic. The different structures must be considered in detail.
? 6. I. Mucous Membrane.?Continuous above with the lining of the pharynx, and extending downwards into the trachea and bronchi, the mucous membrane completely lines the tube of the larynx ; it is reflected over the epiglottis, whose fibrocartilaginous structure is thus interposed between two layers. The projection into the tube of the edge of the arytenoid cartilage, and of the thyro-arytenoid ligament, of the Mucous Lining of the Larynx. 123 causes two folds (the chordce vocales), between which a pouch of the membrane is formed, denominated sacculus laryngis.
? 7. The mucous membrane consists of three layers ; (ls?) the epithelium, the existence of which is denied by Beclard and Meckel, but which recent microscopic investigation has demonstrated, consisting of flattened cells laterally united, and serving the important purpose of eliminating the normal mucus in health and also certain abnormal products of disease.
? 8. The epithelium serves also to protect the structure immediately subjacent?the delicate and temporary (2d) basement membrane, to which it owes its own existence, and which appears to have for its office the maintenance of the cell growth of the epithelium, which would otherwise be exhausted in the process of secretion.
In performing this office the delicate and structureless basement membrane merely acts as the medium in which the nuclei, by the aid of various agencies, and chiefly by the supply of blood which they there receive, are transformed into cells.
? 9. On this account it is essential that the structure should be well supplied with vessels to furnish the pabulum for formation, and these are found in the (3d) fibrous tissue lying in immediate contact with the basement membrane, supporting the vessels and nerves, and consisting of two kind of fibres, white and yellow.
? ? 60. Treatment.? In reviewing what has been said of the pathology of the various inflammatory affections to which the mucous membrane in this situation is liable, it will be apparent that the commencement, and, up to a certain point, the progress, of each is the same, and that it is chiefly in certain of the ultimate processes that any difference is found. The consideration of the treatment will therefore be much simplified by reviewing these changes seriatim, and endeavouring to deduce from the pathology a rational system of treatment.
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